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MPOBJIEMA «JIE®IIUTY JEMOKPATIi» B EBPOIIEMCHKOMY COIO3I1

Y cmammi 36epneno yeacy ma eiocymmuicme yHihiKo8ano2o nioxody 00 po3yMiHHA NOHAMMA «Oehiyumy OeMOoKpamii» 6 KOHMeKCmi
dynryionysanns €C K HA00ePIHCABHO20 YMBOPEHHS. A6MOpom NiOKpecieHo, wo maKy HeOOHO3HAYHICG CHPUYUHEHO, 3 00HO20 OOKY),
CKIAOHiCmI0 ma 6a2amoepanticmio camoi Kameaopii «0eMoKpamisy, ocobnueo 8 ymoeax ii peanizayii nosa mexcamu HAYIOHATLHUX
npagosux cucmem, a 3 IHWIO20 — BAPIAMUBHICMIO OYIHOK YbO2O ABUWA: 6I0 BUIHAHHA U020 CEPUO3HOI0 NPOOAEMOI0 00 NOBHO2O
3anepeyenns 1020 HAA6HOCMI. Y 36 13Ky 3 yuM 6U3HAYEHH s CYMHICHO20 3micny deghiyumy demokpamii 6 mexcax €C nabdysae ocodonusoi
AKMYanbHOCMI, OCKIbKU CMEOPEHHsL YINICHO! KOHYenyii NOOONAHHS Yb020 He2amuUEHO20 SA8UUA € HEODXIOHOIO YMOBOI0 OJisl ROOAILULOZO

PO36UMKY inmezpayiinux npoyecig y mexcax €C.

Knrwuoegi cnosa: oehiyum oemoxpamii, demoxpamis, €sponeticoxuti Corw3s, €C, demokpamuyni yinnocmi, Jlicaborcokuti 00208ip

BCTYII

HesBaxaroun Ha Te, 10 TePMiH «IeiIUT AEMOKpATii»
BITEpIIIe 3aCTOCOBAHO y MaHidecTi eBpomneiicbkux demepa-
mictiB 1977 p. (3amoBro mo MomeHTy ctBoperHs €C), HUHI
MO0 acoLIOITh CaMe 3 UM YTBOpPEHHSM [3, c. 234]. V
HAYKOBHX KOJIaX MAHYy€E cTajia MO3UIis, BIAMOBIAHO 0 SKO1
npobisieMa «Ie(iuuTy AEMOKpaTiD» BUHUKIIA 3 CAMOTO TI0-
yaTky ctBopeHHs €C. CporogHi x us mpodiema nocrae
0CO0JIMBO TOCTPO y 3B’SI3KY 3 THM, IO € 3arpo3a BTpaTH
JoBipH 3 00Ky rpoMansiH €C sIK OCHOBHOTO pecypcy Uis
3a0e3MeueHHs MONANBIINX IHTErPaIliiHIX MPOLIECIB Beepe-
JIMH1 yTBOPEHHSI.

Bracnizok mporo mpoOmema «mediluTy AEMOKpaTii»
CTaja 0COOJIHMBO aKTyaJbHUM MPEIMETOM HAyKOBHUX JOCITi-
JoKeHb. BogHOYac aHaI3 cydacHMX HAayKOBHX Ipallb CBil-
YUTB, L0 JIOCI HAYKOBIISIMH HE BUPOOJICHO €IMHOTO MiIXOIY
JI0 PO3YMIHHS MOHSTTS «Ae(IiUUTy NeMOKpartil» 1 Hemae
KPUTEPIiB OLIHIOBAHHS JIOCIIPKYBaHOTO siBUIla B Mexkax €C.
KpiMm nporo, mornmOmoerbest mpobiemaTka 3’siCyBaHHS
CYTHOCTI «ae(ilUTy AEMOKpPATI» i OCOOIUBHM PABOBHM
crarycoM €C sK YHIKaJILHOTO Ha/JHAL[IOHATBHOTO YTBOPEHHSI.
Jo TOro * B JEAKHX HAyKOBUX IMpPAISIX MOKHA HABITh Bijl-
HaWTH MiAXiJ, IO IPYHTYETHCS Ha IIOBHOMY 3allepedyeHHi
«medinuTy 1eMOKpaTii» K peaabHoi mpobiemu y Mexxax €C.
[ozasik Oyp-aki crpodu 3podutn €C «IEMOKPaTIHIHIIIIM
MIPU3BEAYTh IO TOTO, M0 HOTO IHCTHUTYIII HE 3MOXKYTh
e(peKTUBHO BUKOHYBATH CBOIi (PYHKIIii 3 pEeTyIrOBaHHS CO-
iaTbHO-€KOHOMIYHOI AISNIBHOCTI. 3BIACH 3HAYEHHS IOTO
JIOCIIIIPKEHHS TTOJISrae B HeOOXIIHOCTI cucTeMaTu3aii mis-
XOJIIB JI0 MOHATTS «Ae(IIMT AEMOKPATID» 3 METOK BHPOO-
JICHHSI €JJMHOTO HaWOUIBII MPUIHATHOTO PO3YMIHHS L€l
KaTeropii, a TakoX 3’sICyBaHHsI BUSBIB «Ie(ILUTY IEMOK-
parii» B Mexxax €C Ta XxapakTep iX BIUIMBY Ha I1€ YTBOPEHHSI.

AHari3 OCTaHHIX JOCTIDKEHb 1 IMyOIiKaIiid CBiIYHUTH,
110 10 podiemu pedinmry nemokparii B €C, 3 oHOro 60Ky,
TIPUBEPTAETHCS 0AraTo yBard, a 3 iHIIOTO — MOIIYK JKEePel
JUI IHOTO JTOCHIDKEHHS YCKJIAJHEHO BIFICYTHICTIO HOBHX
KOMITICKCHUX MiIXOMIB A0 PO3YMIHHS IIHOTO SIBHINIA. 37e-
OLIBIIOTO HAYKOBII y CBOIX MPAaIlIX IOCIIHKYIOTh OKpeMi
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BUsiBU «uediury nemokpartii» B €C Ta muisixu ix mnojo-
nanns. Hanpuxknan, saykosens H.1O. Portap y cBoemy moc-
JiDKEHHI NPUBEpTae yBary A0 HMEPCHEKTHB 3alpOBADKEHHS
JUpKATATI3AMil MomTHYHOT y4acti rpomansH €C; 3apyOikHi
HaykoBui S. Xoekcma (J. Hoeksma), JI. Becniu-AnyeBuu
(L. Vesnic-Alujevic) Ta P. Kactpo Hakapino (R. Castro
Nacarino) 30cepemKyrOoThCsl Ha TIOZI0JIaHH] IeiliTy IeMOKpaTii
LUIIXOM 3aMPOBaKSHHSAM OPAI40i JEMOKpATii; a HayKo-
Berb M.O. BaiimypatoB Harojomrye Ha MOCHICHHI poi €B-
pomneiicekoro Ilapmamenty (€I1) Ta HamaromkeHHIO HOTO
B3a€MO3B’ 3Ky 3 €Bporneiicskoro Kouiciero (€K).

META crarti — BUpOOJICHHS €IMHOTO HANOLIBII MPHii-
HATHOTO PO3YMIiHHSI Kareropii «aediuut IeMokpaTii» Ha
OCHOBI CHCTEMAaTH3aIlii HAYKOBHX ITiJIXOJIIB 10 BH3HAYCHHS
IILOTO TIOHATTS.

METOAU JOCIIIKEHHSA

YV nmocmimkeHHS IpobieMu nedinuTy aemokpartii B €C
3aCTOCOBAaHO KOMIUTEKC METO/IIB HAyKOBOTO Ti3HAHHS. 3ac-
TOCOBAHO METO/] CHCTEMHOTO aHAJIi3Y sl BUSIBJICHHS B32€MO-
3B’SI3KIB MK TIOJIITHYHUMHE iHCTHUTYTaMu €C Ta piBHEM Jie-
MOKPAaTHYHOI JIETITUMHOCTI X MISUTBHOCTI. MeTon KOHTeHT-
aHaJi3y — JUIA OIPAIlfOBaHHS HAYKOBHX ITyOIiKaIliif i HOp-
MAaTHBHHUX aKTiB, II0 CTOCYIOThCS TEMAaTHUKH JIEMOKpATHY-
HOro po3BuTky €C. IcTopuKo-paBOBHIA MiAXiJ AaB 3MOTY
JIOCIIITUTH TeHe3y MpoOJieMH 3 MOMEHTY cTBopeHHs1 €C
noreriep. KpiM Toro, 3a JOMOMOTO0 iHCTUTYIIOHAIEHOTO
Ta COIIOKYJBTYPHOTO MiXOJIB CHCTEMATH30BaHO Cy4acHi
HayKOBl TPaKTyBaHHS ITOHATTS «Ie(ilUT JEMOKparii» Ta
HOTO TIPOSBIB Y MeKaxX HaHAIlIOHAIIFHOTO YTBOPEHHSI.

PE3YJIbTATHU

[Mpobnema nediunty nemokparii B €C Oyua i3 camoro
MOYaTKy HOTO CTBOPEHHS 1 3HAXOIMJIA CBIif BUSIB Y TOMY,
mo €Il HaxineHo NepeBa)XHO KOHCYJILTaTUBHUMH IIOBHO-
BaKEHHSIMH, a caMi IHCTUTYLIT Oyii BiJtasieHi Biji TpOMaJisH,
II0 YHEMO>KJIMBITFOBJIO 3/IHCHEHHS €(DEKTHBHOIO KOHTPOJIIO
3a HUMH 3 00Ky rpomansH €C. Lro npobiaeMy IOpoLKeHO
THM, 110 MPOLIECH POCYBaHHS feMokpatii y €C poznodaicst
HaJTO II3HO 4Yepe3 HasBHICTh IHIIMX MPIOPUTETHUX IIiJIeH
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YTBOPEHHS Ta HEPO3BUHEHICTh 3aKOHOAABYOI 0a3u y cdepi
MIPOCYBaHHS JeMOKparTii [4, c. 178; 6, c. 227].

AHani3 HayKOBHX JDKepell i3 Cy4acHOTO TPaKTyBaHHA
MOHATTA «aedimuTy aeMokpatii» B Mexax €C CBITUHTH
Ipo Te, 0 OUTBIIICTh HAYKOBIIB BUAUISIOTH JBa OCHOBHI
Hiaxo/au Juist oro oorpyHTyBanHs. CyTHIiCTb niepioro (iHc-
TUTYIIOHAILHOT0) MiAXOAY HOJISITAaE Y TOMY, L0 HecTaya
neMokpartii Ha piBHi €C 3yMOBIIeHa 3pOCTaHHSIM BILUIMBY
BUKOHABYOI Ta OCJIa0JIeHHS! 3aKOHOJABYOI T'JIOK B Y
neprkapax-wieHax €C. JlonaTkoBUM BaXKeJeM LIbOTO MpoLecy
€ BiTHOCHO cnaOki moBHOBakeHHs €I1. [Hmit (coriokyb-
TYpPHHI) TiAXiT IPYHTYEThCI Ha MOIEINi (OpPMANBHOI JIe-
MOKpaTii, M0 XapaKTEepU3YETHCS OpaKkoM IEeMOKPATHIHOI
JIETITUMHOCTI Ta TPO30POCTi, 3yMOBJICHUM HEJOCTATHHOIO
IHTErPOBAHICTIO CYCIUIBCTBA, CJa0KO BUPAKEHHM ITOUYTTSIM
MOJITHYHOI CIUIBHOCTI Cepell TPOMAJSIH Ta BIJCYTHICTIO
chopmoBaHOi €qMHOT MOJITHYHOI Hallii HA 3araJbHOEBPO-
nericekoMy piBHi [1, ¢. 164; 5, ¢. 64-66; 8, c. 34].

BoaHouac 1ikoM NoropKyeMocst 3 IyMKOKO HayKOBLIS
M.O. BaiimypatoBa, sIKiii BBOXAE, IO IIi MiX0IH 000B’513-
KOBO Ma€ OyTH JOIOBHEHO ICHXOJIOTTYHIM KPUTEPIEM, 110
PO3KpHBAETHCS 4epe3 Taki CKIaJHUKH: 1) (opMyBaHHS
cBimomocti rpomansH €C (iHAUBiAyaIbHOI, TPYIIOBOI, KO-
JIEKTHBHOI) CTOCOBHO PO3YMIHHS CHCTEMH I[IHHOCTEH CIiJIb-
HOTH, TIPUHIIIB 11 T0Oy1oBH Ta (yHKIIOHYBaHHS; 2) TO-
OyloBa BJIACHOI CUCTEMH IHTEpECiB Ha PiBHI OKpEMOro iH-
I¥Bia, TPYIH 9X KOJEKTUBY BiAHOCHO AisutbHOCTI €C; 3)
(dbopMyBaHHS €BPONEHCHKOI MPAaBOCBIIOMOCTI Ha OCHOBI
€BPOIEHCHKUX LIHHOCTEH. Peanizalisi ycix IUX €leMEHTIB
TICUXOJIOTIYHOTO KPUTEPII0 € MOKIIMBOIO 32 YMOBHU O€3110-
CEepeHBOI 3TyYEeHOCTI TPOMaJsH 0 BHUPILIEHHS 3aBJIaHb
€C[2,c.9].

BopHouac € ¥ iHIMH HayKOBHH MimxXig o mpoOire-
MATHK{ BU3HAYCHHS MMOHATTS «Ie(inuT neMokpaTtii» B €C,
MPUXUIBHUKK SIKOTO CIIOYATKY HAJal0Th 3arajibHe BU3HA-
YeHHS KaTeropii «1edinnuT JeMOoKpaTii», a MOTiM XapakTe-
pu3yIOTh Horo koHkpeTHi BusiBH B Mexxax €C. Tak, mpo-
¢decop H.IO. Porap BBaxkae, mio moHSTTS «aediiury ne-
MOKpATIiD» 3aCTOCOBYETbCS [UIsi MO3HAYCHHS CUTYaLli, 3a
sikoi iHcTuTylii €C Ta IXHS AISUIBHICTD BHUSBIISIOTHCS 1103~
0aBIICHUMH HAJIEKHOTO JEMOKPAaTHYHOTO XapakTepy Ta
CIPUAMAIOTHCS TPOMAJITHAMU SIK CKJIQJIHI W MaJIOIOCTYITHI
[1, c. 167]. Haykoeui B.I1. Tuunna, L.I. Boukora, K.M. Bpy0-
neBchKa-MiCIOHa TepeKOoHaHi, Mo JediuuT JeMOKpaTii —
Lie SIBMILIE, 1110 XapaKTepH3y€eThCsl HEJOCTaTHIM piBHEM Jie-
MOKpATHYHOI JIETITHMHOCTI OPraHiB Ta MEBHOIO HEBIAIO-
BIIHICTIO IXHBOI MISUTHHOCTI CY9aCHUM JEMOKPATHIHIM CTaH-
mapTam [3, c. 234].

JloninpHOIO BUAAa€Thcst Takok mo3utlist O.5. Tparxioxk,
sIKa aKLEHTYE Ha TOMY, 1[0 HAsBHICTh POOJIEMHU «aediluTy
JIEMOKpATiD» He 03HaYae, 1o nojirnyaa cucrema €C € ar-
piopHO HemeMokpatuuHOro. Leit TepMmiH pajie BKa3ye Ha
CKJIAJIHOIIII, TTOB’s13aHi 3 TPoIecoM (GOpPMyBaHHS Ta YTBEp-
JOKCHHSI ICMOKPATHYHUX MPUHIIMIIIB 1 [[IHHOCTSH HA HaJ-
HALIOHATHBHOMY PiBHI, 11032 MEXaMH TPAJIHIIIHHOI Aep KaBHOT
mozeni [7, c. 88].

CucreMHMI aHaIi3 HAYKOBHX JDKEPEIT J1a€ 3MOTY BHOK-
PEMHTH JEKiTbKa pIBHIB, IO XapaKTEpU3YyIOTh ITOMIOHI
BUSIBH «JIeIIUTY IEMOKpaTii» B Mexax €C:

1) 3pocTaHHs BIUIMBY BUKOHABYOI Ta OCITA0JICHHS 3aK0-
HOJaBYOi TUIOK BJIaAM B JepkaBax-wieHax €C, a Takox
MOZICKYJM TPUBAJIMH Ta CKJIAJHUI MPOIEC IMIUIEeMEHTAl
qupektuB €C y HalliOHaJIbHI TPaBOBI CHUCTEMH JIEpiKaB-
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uneniB. Lle cTBoproe cutyallii, 3a SKIX HOBI MOJNITHYHI €TiTH
MatoTh 00OB’SI30K BIIPOBAIUTH €IFHI €BPOIICUCHK] CTAaHIAPTH,
sIKI BCTAHOBJICHO TXHIMH MOnepeaHuKamMu (Ie(iuT 1eMOK-
parii Ha piBHi BigHocuH €C 3 H0ro aeprkaBaMu-4ICHAMH);

2) cmabkicts €11, 110 € OXHUM 31 CTOBIIB AEMOKpaTii B
€C (medinut aemokparii B qisutbHOCTI iHCTHTYIIH €C);

3) BIICYTHICTh pealTbHHX 3arajlbHOEBPOIICHCHKHX BHOOPIB;
CKJIQJIHICTh Ta HE3PO3YyMUIICTh IHCTUTYLIHHUX CTPYKTYp IJIs
3BUYAMHUX TPOMAJISH; HaJMipHI pO30IKHOCTI MIX pillleH-
HaMu yctaHoB €C Ta «iJeanbHUMH YSBICHHAMU» TPO-
MaJsIH Ha HAIlIOHAILHOMY PiBHI; BIJICYTHICTH IPO30pOCTi
Ta BIIKPUTOCTI y MIPUHHATTI pillleHb (IPUAHATTS PIllICHb 3a
«3aYMHEHUMH JIBEPUMAY), HU3bKHUH PIBEHb TPOMAJICHKOTO
KOHTPOITIO 32 MisUTbHICTIO iHCTHTYLIH €C, o 3arajoMm cra-
BHTb ]| CYMHIB €()eKTHBHICTh JisSUTbHOCTI Ha/IHAIIIOHAIBHIX
cTpykryp (medimur nemokpartii Ha piBHi BigHocun €C i3
rpomansiHamH) [2, ¢. 8-9; 5, ¢. 64-66].

Iepmmii BaroMuii KpoK IO 9YaCTKOBOTO MOJOJIAHHS «JIe-
¢biuuTy nemokpatii» 3podneno y 2007 p. 3 mixnucaHHIM
JlicaboHcbkoro noroeopy. HoBenamu 1BOrO JOKYMEHTY,
10 MOKIMKaHI BUPIMTH HpoOsieMy «IediluTy IeMOK-
parii» cramu: 1) po3MHpeHHs 3aKOHOIABYMX TOBHOBAXKEHb
€Il (g0 mpOro OCHOBHHM 3aKOHOJABYMM OpraHoM Oyia
Paga €C); 2) HamaHHA HAIIOHAJHHUM TIapilaMEHTaM IOB-
HOB&)KCHb BIUIMBATH HA BHUPILICHHS MUTaHb HA €BPOICH-
ChbKOMY piBHI (LIIUISIXOM TIEPEBIPKH 3aKOHOIIPOEKTIB, IO
po3pobisitoThest €K Ha iXHIO BiTIOBIHICT MPUHIMITY CYO-
CHIIapHOCTI); 3) 3aNpOBa/DKEHHS YHIKAJILHOTO IHCTPYMEHTY
3aly4eHHs TPOMa/ISH 10 NMPUHHATTS pillleHb Ha HaJ(HAIliO-
HaJIbHOMY PIiBHI — NpaBO Ha TPOMANSHCBHKY iHILIATHBY
(ct. 11 Horosopy mpo €C) [3, c. 235].

[poTe 3a3Ha4eHi 3MiHK TeX MAIOTh HEMOMIKH. Tak, aHai3
HAI[IOHAJIBHUMH TIapJIaMEHTaMH 3aKOHOIPOEKTIB, MiAro-
ToBJeHUX €K, 3MIICHIOETECS JTUIIC HA BIAMOBITHICTD MMPHH-
oumy cyOCHaiapHOCTi, TOMI SIK MPWHIMI TPOTOPIIIHOCTI
3aIMILAEThCSA 11032 yBarow. BomHoyac ocTaTOYHMIA TEKCT
TIPUIAHATOTO 3aKOHOAaB4Yoro akra €C He Moxe OyTH oc-
Kap)KeHO HAlllOHAJBHHMH MapliaMEeHTaMH JIepKaB-uJICHIB
€C. [HImMM NpHUKIaIOM MOXYTh CIIyTYBaTH HaJATO KOPCTKI
KpUTepil MPUAHATHOCTI 3aKOHOABYMX IHII[IATHB, sIKi C(Hop-
MyJbOBaHO TpomaasiHaMu €C B Mexkax MeXaHi3My rpoMa-
JITHCBKOI iHiriaTuBu. [Io TOro % 1X MOXke OyTH peati3oBaHO
JIMIIIE Yepe3 akTH BTOPUHHOTO 3aKOHO/IABCTBA, SKi, 31 CBOTO
00Ky, MarOTh BIAIIOBIIaTH THM 3acajiaM, IO IPOTOJIONIEHO
B aKTax MepBUHHOTO npaBa €C (HampUKIaj, YCTAaHOBYMX
nmoroBopax €C Ta Xaprii €C npo 0CHOBOIOJIIOXKHI TpaBa).
Tak, cTae OUeBHAHUM, 110 YXBAJICHHS JIHIIE OJHOTO JIOKY-
menTa (Jlicaborcpkoro moroBopy 2007 p.) € HemOCTaTHIM
JUISL YCYHEHHST «Ie(IilUTy JeMOKpariD» B MeXax yChOro Haji-
JIepKaBHOTO yTBOpeHHs. BojHOYac cama mosiBa Takoro akra
CBIIUUTH TPO YCBIJIOMIJICHHSI HasBHOI MpoOieMu Ta TMif-
TBEP/DKY€E HaMip BXKUTH KOHKPETHHX 3aXOJiB JUIs 1i MO0-
JIaHHS.

BUCHOBKH

Cnpobu €C pedopMyBaTé MPUHLMITN QYHKIIIOHYBAHHS
CBOIX IHCTUTYLIH 1 aKTHBYBaTH y4acTb TPOMAJSH Yy IIPO-
1ecax yXBaJICHHS PillleHb 3aCBiUyIOTh HE JIMIIE PO YCBi-
JIOMJICHHS TIpoOIIeMH «IeiluTy JeMOoKpartii», a i OIliHIo-
BaHHA ii SIK YUHHMKA, 1O TalbMy€ NOJAJBIINNA PO3BUTOK
IHTETpanifHUX TIPOIECiB Ta CTAHOBHUTH 3arpo3y IS Iif-
TpuMaHH: JeritTumMHocTi €C B 04ax HOro rpoMaisiH.

VY HaykoBiil mitepatypi «aediuTt nemokparii» B €C
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31eOLTBIIIOT0 TPAKTYETHCS SIK OaraTorpaHHE SBHUINE, IEHT-
PAJIBHAMI MPOSIBAMH SKOTO € HEIOTPHMAHHS JEMOKPATHYHUX
TIPHUHIIUITIB, 30KpeMa Yy (JOpMyBaHHI Ta [isSUTbHOCTI IHCTUTYIIIH,
abo x X HOMiHATBHE TOoTpUMaHHs. [loiIsIOUH 11F0 TTO3HITIIO,
CIIIJI HArOJIOCUTH Ha JOLUIBHOCTI PO3MIIsAY AeiluTy e-
MOKPpATIi K THMYACOBOT'O Ta JUHAMIYHOTO SIBHIIA, 10 BU-
HHMKa€ y TPOLEeCi CTAHOBJICHHS Ta IHCTHTYILOHAII3aMLil Je-
MOKpATHYHHX 3acajl 32 MEXKaMH HalliOHAJIbHOI JIep>KaBH, B
Mexax (hPopMyBaHHS MOZIEIT TPAHCHALIOHAIBHOT JIEMOKPATIL.
EdexruBHicTh MomonaHHs AeinuTy IEMOKpaTii 3HAYHO

Cnucok suKopucmanux oxcepei

3aJIeXKUTH Biff 00pAaHOTO KOHIIENTYaIBHOTO IIXOLY IO HOTO
iHTeprperamnii. Ha cygacHoMy eTari HayKOBHIA 1 TTONITHIHHI
JIICKYPC 30CEpEe/KEHO MEepeBaKHO HAa MpoOJeMax Hen0c-
TaTHBOT JIETITUMHOCTI Ta MPO30pOCTi (PYHKIIOHYBaHHS 1HC-
tutyniin €C. OnHUM 13 TePCIEeKTUBHUX IHCTPYMEHTIB PO3-
B’sI3aHHS I1i€1 IPOOJIEMH BU3HAETHCS KOHIICTIIIS «I0paTdol
JIEMOKpaTii», sika nependayac aKTHBHE 3aIydeHHS] TPOMaIsH
JIO TIPOLIECY YXBAICHHS PIIICHb Ta 3MIHCHEHHS e()eKTHBHOTO
rpOMaJICEKOT0 KOHTPOJIIO 32 AiSUTBHICTIO iHCTHUTYLIH €C.
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THE PROBLEM OF THE "DEMOCRACY DEFICIT" IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Introduction. Although the term "democracy deficit" emerged long before the establishment of the European Union (EU), it is
now firmly associated with this institution. In academic circles, it is widely accepted that the issue has existed since the very
formation of the EU and has intensified due to declining public trust in its institutions. Despite numerous studies on the subject, there
is still no unified approach to defining this phenomenon. Therefore, a systematic analysis of the manifestations of the democratic
deficit and its impact on the functioning of the EU remains highly relevant.

The purpose of the paper is to develop the most appropriate understanding of the category "democracy deficit”" based on the
systematization of existing scholarly approaches to its definition.

Results. The problem of the democratic deficit in the EU has existed since its inception, reflected in the limited powers of the
European Parliament and the institutional detachment from citizens. Current research highlights institutional, sociocultural, and
psychological approaches to understanding this phenomenon. Scholars emphasize that the problem does not imply a complete lack of
democracy but rather its imperfection at the supranational level. The 2007 Lisbon Treaty was a step toward addressing the deficit by
strengthening parliamentary roles and introducing the citizens’ initiative. However, these reforms have limitations, and the Treaty
alone did not fully resolve the issue.

Conclusion. Efforts to reform EU institutions and enhance citizen participation indicate an awareness of the democratic deficit
as a threat to legitimacy and integration. In academic literature, this phenomenon is viewed as multifaceted and dynamic, tied to the
transformation of democracy principles beyond the nation-state. Overcoming the democratic deficit depends on adopting a suitable
conceptual approach and strengthening institutional legitimacy. One promising solution is the development of deliberative
democracy through active citizen engagement in decision-making processes.

Keywords: democracy deficit, democracy, European Union, democratic values, Lisbon Treaty
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